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A  Greeting  to  Prospective  College  Students 

T  this  season  of  the  year  many  young"  men  and 


A 


women  are  considering  the  matter  of  a  college 
education  and  asking  the  question  whether  or  not  it 
will  pay  to  spend  four  years  of  valuable  time  and  sev- 
eral hundred  dollars  in  securing  a  liberal  education. 
Many  young  people  without  means  are  wondering 
whether  or  not  it  is  worth  while  to  make  the  sacrifice 
necessary  to  secure  college  training,  knowing  that  it 
will  mean  long  hours,  much  self-denial,  and  persistent 
effort  for  four  years. 

The  answer  to  this  question  will  depend  much  on 
the  ideal  before  you. 

What  is  your  purpose  in  life,  serious  or  trivial  ? 
Do  you  wish  to  make  your  influence  felt  strongly  for 
good,  or  are  you  content  to  drift  with  the  current? 
Real  success  costs  effort  —  long-continued,  persistent 
effort.     This  is  not  always  apparent. 

Before  you  is  an  interesting  book,  full  of  informa- 
tion, thoughts  finely  expressed,  apt  quotations,  beauti- 
ful illustrations,  keen  insight  into  human  nature,  pro- 
found argument,  stirring  appeal  to  the  emotions.  Look 
up  the  history  of  the  author  and  you  will  find,  almost 
without  exception,  that  he  has  spent  many  years  in 
study — high  school,  college,  perhaps  university.  He 
has  gathered  his  information  from  almost  every  source 
— books,  teachers,  preachers,  lecturers,  and  from  the 
business  world ;  he  has  read  widely  and  thought 
deeply.     Every  book'  he  lias  read  has  suggested  new 
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thoughts,  and  he  has  treasured  these  suggestions.  The 
four  years  in  college  gave  him  discipline  of  mind,  skill 
in  finding  sources  of  information,  readiness  of  expres- 
sion, knowledge  of  human  nature,  in  fact,  made  the 
writing  of  the  book  possible. 

Here  is  a  teacher  who  is  almost  your  ideal.  He 
is  a  fountain  of  knowledge,  a  source  of  inspiration. 
He  charms  you  with  his  chaste  and  beautiful  language, 
he  surprises  you  with  his  extended  information,  he  stirs 
the  best  that  is  in  you  by  his  sympathetic  appeal  to 
your  noblest  impulses.  He  leads  you  along  the  path 
of  knowledge  and  makes  you  feel  that  life  is  worth 
while.  Go  back  a  few  years  and  you  will  find  this 
man  a  boy  in  college,  quite  likely  a  small  college.  He 
is  having  a  hard  struggle — tasks  are  difficult,  the  bur- 
den of  self-support  sometimes  heavy,  but  he  is  true, 
loyal,  courageous,  and  industrious.  He  keeps  his  eye 
on  the  goal,  and  forgets  the  annoyances  by  the  way. 
He  makes  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He  studies 
hard,  gets  the  most  possible  out  of  the  classroom, 
spends  all  the  time  he  can  spare  in  the  library,  takes 
part  in  the  literary  societies,  has  a  share  in  college  ac- 
tivities, but  never  forgets  the  main  purpose  of  his 
college  course. 

You  listen  to  some  eloquent  preacher,  who  relates 
old  truths  to  new  conditions,  in  fitting  language 
presents  the  claims  of  the  Christian  religion.  He  has 
freedom  of  utterance,  ease  of  movement ;  he  argues,  en- 
treats, persuades,  and,  as  a  result,  new  purposes  are 
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formed,  old  ones  strengthened.  He  was  not  always 
thus.  An  awkward  boy  from  the  farm,  or  shop,  or 
factory,  without  knowledge  of  books,  with  little  free- 
dom of  speech,  embarrassed  in  the  presence  of  others, 
entered  upon  a  course  of  study,  finished  the  high 
school,  then  the  college,  then  perhaps  the  seminary. 
Kindly  criticism,  wise  suggestion,  the  daily  drill  in  the 
classroom,  the  measuring  of  swords  in  debate — these 
are  some  of  the  forces  which  have  made  him  what  he 
is,  and  the  college  was  the  principal  factor  in  it  all. 

So  with  the  lawyer,  the  physician,  the  broad-minded 
engineer,  the  statesman,  and  so,  to  an  ever-increasing 
extent,  with  the  man  of  affairs  who  manages  great  en- 
terprises and  gives  direction  to  the  efforts  of  thousands. 

The  college  is  no  place  for  the  lazy  or  the  vicious ; 
it  ought  never  to  open  its  doors  to  any  but  the  indus- 
trious, the  upright,  and  the  ambitious.  To  such  it  of- 
fers the  largest  incentives  to  splendid  achievement. 
It  is  a  means  of  self-revelation  as  well  as  self-realiza- 
tion. 

Young  men  and  women  are  often  unaware  of  their 
own  capacities.  The  years  in  college  will  reveal  and 
develop  them. 

That  training  is  power  has  never  been  as  true  as  it 
is  to-day.  J 'rain  power  must  take  the  place  of  muscle, 
it  is  wisely  directed  effort  that  counts.  The  intense 
activity  of  this  age  rails  for  trained  leaders,  and  this  is 
as  true  in  the  realm  of  women  as  of  men. 
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Do  you  ask,  "Will  it  pay  to  go  to  college"?  The 
splendid  company  of  liberally  educated  women  in  lit- 
erary pursuits,  in  that  society  which  is  worthy  the 
name,  in  religious  and  philanthropic  work,  and  in  the 
home  is  the  best  answer  to  the  question.  Ask  this 
young  woman  who  arises  in  a  woman's  club  and  makes 
an  appeal  for  some  worthy  object  or  presents  her  views 
on  some  important  question,  "Does  it  pay  to  go  to 
college  ?"  and  there  will  be  but  one  answer.  Ask  the 
cultured  teacher  whose  presence  is  a  benediction  and 
whose  words  are  an  inspiration,  "Does  it  pay  to  go  to 
college?"     "Pay,  yes,  a  thousand  fold." 

From  the  standpoint  of  preparation  for  one's  life 
work,  of  increased  satisfaction  in  every  form  of  noble 
service,  of  friendships  that  are  lasting,  and  memories 
that  will  be  cherished  as  long  as  life  shall  last,  a  college 
education  will  pay. 

But  you  say,  "Are  not  thousands  of  men  and  women 
eminently  successful  and  useful  without  the  advantages 
of  higher  education?"  and  I  gladly  answer,  Yes,  more 
useful  often  than  their  college-trained  friends  and 
neighbors,  but  would  not  four  years  spent  under  the 
direction  of  trained  and  cultured  teachers  and  in  the 
midst  of  eager,  enthusiastic  students,  have  increased 
their  usefulness  and  made  life  mean  more  to  them? 

In  the  book  entitled  "Who's  Who  in  America," 
which  contains  the  names  of  several  thousand  men  and 
women  who  have  been  regarded  as  sufficiently  success- 
ful to  warrant  a  place  in  this  record  of  living  Ameri- 
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cans  of  prominence  in  their  several  callings,  over  fifty- 
six  per  cent  are  college  graduates. 

When  we  consider  that  only  a  small  per  cent  of 
young  men  and  women  go  to  college  and  that  out  of 
this  small  number  come  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of 
eminently  successful  men,  the  argument  seems  conclu- 
sive. 

If  you  are  convinced  that  a  college  education  will 
pay,  set  about  getting  it  without  delay.  If  you  have 
not  finished  a  high  school  course,  continue  until  you 
have  completed  it,  choosing  wisely  your  courses  of 
study,  and  then  enter  college  at  once,  if  you  have  the 
means  to  do  it.  Delay  is  dangerous  in  this  as  in  many 
other  things. 

If  you  have  no  money,  seek  some  profitable  em- 
ployment, work  hard,  save  your  money,  and  when  you 
have  enough  to  see  you  through  the  first  year,  entei 
college,  do  your  best,  prove  your  worth,  and  the 
chances  are  ten  to  one  that  Providence  will  open  the 
way  for  you  to  complete  the  course  with  credit  to  your- 
self and  the  great  delight  of  your  friends. 

What  say  you,  young  men  and  women?  Why  not 
start  this  fall  to  test  the  truth  of  what  I  have  said? 

A.  Gaylord  S locum. 

Kalamazoo,   Mich., 
September;  1910. 


